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newsletter vol 3 Special Edition

In the last quarter of this year, the Charles 
Correa Foundation organised two competitions 
as a part of our Public Forum – a design 
competition which came directly out of the 
widely successful international conference “You 
and Your Neighbourhood” that we held during 
the month of September, as well as the first 
edition of the Nagari Short Film Competition. 
(For more information on the conference “You 
and Your Neighbourhood” see Newsletter, 
volume 2 here) 
 
We had an amazing response for the design 
competition, with over 70 entries in the 
4 categories, which is indicative of the 
engagement with these issues within the 
profession of architects. Not only had the 
teams identified a public space that could be 
improved, but also developed an idea as to what 
could, or often should, be done in the space, to 
make it more effective in the public realm. 

“Hierarchy of space” section by Charles Correa- with the four scales of threshold to be addressed through Z-axis 2020.

The 4 categories that we received entries in, are, 
starting with the largest scale – 
Redefining the City for the Public; Commons and 
the City; Streets in the Neighbourhood
and finally, the most intimate in the public realm – 
Homes in the Street.
 
Each team presented their ideas on 4 boards, with 
location plans and graphic information that defined 
the issues, annotated drawings, before and after 
renderings, and a 2-minute video presentation, to 
help the jury understand the narrative. The depth of 
the work and ideas behind these projects was really 
applaudable, as so many of them are absolutely 
doable. If these projects could be implemented, our 
neighborhoods and cities would be much improved! 
We are hopefully going to find ways to make this 
happen! We are trying to put some of these teams 
in touch with CSR funds, and find other means to 
get sponsorship.

The jury too was impressed by the breadth of the 
thinking, and had a difficult time making a selection. 
We had quite an international jury, headed by Jagan 
Shah as chair, and Sandra Barclay, Bill McIlroy, Ilze 
Wolff and Kapil Gupta.

We’ve been very moved by this collection of films 
- 10 films, like an anthology of short stories, tell us 
so much about what city and shelter means to us. 
This last year, especially now in December looking 
back on the year, a very long year, as so much has 
changed. But we’ve learnt a lot – neighbourhoods, 
and a year ago none of us could have ever imagined 
that an ambitious project like this, to create short 
films on urban issues from all across India would 
ever materialise.

CCF hosted a combined award ceremony for both 
the competitions on Saturday, December 19, 2020. 
The event was free and open to all. We gave out 
awards worth ₹ 6 lakhs.

You can watch the award ceremony on the CCF 
YouTube channel here. 

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/portfolio/ccf-newsletter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpMj_FvHtmI
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Z-axis 2020 looked at the nature of today’s 
urbanism at four distinct scales and thresholds 
that define public spaces in our cities: 
neighbourhood, commons, the street and the 
doorstep — and how they relate to each other. 
Through a Virtual Conference and a Design 
Competition, Z-axis set out to recognise and award 
creative individuals and teams who helped bring 
change at each of these thresholds. 

The Virtual Conference presented the idea and 
examples of urban transformation driven by a 
range of stakeholders through a set of 5 sessions 
planned in September 2020. 

The Design Competition, over a 3-month period, 
aimed to activate the profession to re-think their 
own neighbourhood across four distinct scales in 
the public realm. The intent of the competition 
was to spark ideas for the physical improvements 
in neighbourhoods, driven by people.

‘You and Your Neighbourhood’ is the title of 
Charles Correa’s Masters Thesis at MIT, 1955, for 
which he made an animated film. 

You can read more about Z-axis: You and Your 
Neighborhood here.

Z-axis You and Your Neighbourhood Virtual Conference and Design Competition

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/portfolio/z-axis-2020/
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The Charles Correa Memorial Lecture 
The Charles Correa Memorial Lecture was delivered 
by Mirai Chatterjee. The lecture series featured 
Swarnabh Ghosh, Ranjit Hoskote, Mona Fawaz, 
Felipe Vera, Kareem Ibrahim, Anthony Acciavatti, 
Liane Lefaivre, Sushma Iyengar, Aziza Chaouni, 
Shivani Chaudhry, Swati Ramanathan, Nidhi Gulati, 
Prasanna Desai, Vineet Diwadkar, Tom Avermaete, 
Zhang Ke, Rahul Mehrotra and the Closing Keynote 
was delivered by Alejandro Aravena. 

You and Your Neighbourhood  
Virtual Conference 

We have made all our sessions accessible to the 
public, you may watch the sessions on the Z-axis 
YouTube channel here. 

Photo: Bhaumik Kaji

The Z-axis 2020 Virtual Conference hosted 5 sessions 
across September 2020. Across the sessions, speakers 
presented projects which showcased not only 
professional skills and rigor but also projects which 
have been successful because they have worked with 
the community, the neighborhood, the stakeholders 
at different thresholds. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I8JQ-T8hkQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5jxLER8cuG8mkJaB3WZkPw
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Commons and the City  
The second scale — the “commons” discussed 
a rapidly diminishing space in developing cities. 
The speakers discussed the need for commons, 
through history, and address relationships 
between citizens, commons, and the city.

‘The Child, the City and the Power of Play’  
by Liane Lefaivre
‘On The Margins: Women Citizens In Masculine 
Cities’ by Sushma Iyengar
‘Mutations of the Public Realm in the Medina of 
Fez, Morocco’ by Aziza Chaouni.
Discussant: Shivani Chaudhry

Redefining the City for the Public 
Starting at the scale of the city, the lectures 
focused on larger precincts and the issues within 
them. The speakers addressed cities across the 
developing world — with a focus on settlements 
and urban renewal projects.

‘Practising the Public, Insights from Beirut’  
by Mona Fawaz
‘New Challenges of Post-Pandemic Cities’  
by Felipe Vera
‘Mega-Projects / Small-Projects? Notes from Egypt’s 
Urban Margins’ by Kareem Ibrahim 
Discussant: Anthony Acciavatti

Photo: Rajesh Vora

Photo: Arihant Daga

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHewEIm1w8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRDjqu7edsY
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Homes in the Street 
The last scale was also the most intimate — that of 
the doorstep in a home. The speakers explored the 
relationship that our homes have with the street. 
The smallest element in the web of urbanism 
provided a canvas to discuss the larger picture 
once again.

‘The Viral Balcony: An Individual Lighthouse of the 
Commons’ by Tom Avermaete
‘Rethinking Basics’ by Zhang Ke.
Discussant: Rahul Mehrotra
 

Closing Keynote
 ‘A Bridge, a Park and a Bank, All in One’  
by Alejandro Aravena.
‘The Neighbourhood in the City’ a discussion 
between Alejandro Aravena and Rahul Mehrotra.

Streets in the Neighbourhood 
The third scale focused on the nature and 
development of urban neighbourhoods, through 
linkages — The speakers highlighted ways of 
making streets more accessible and practical to 
people from the neighbourhood.

‘More Walk, Less Talk’ by Swati Ramanathan 
‘Streets for People by the People’ by Prasanna Desai.
‘Placemaking –  A people-centered approach to 
designing our mobility systems’ by Nidhi Gulati
Discussant: Vineet Diwadkar

Photo: Rajesh Vora

Photo: Mohit Tomar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZPoqXKwXlQ&t=6642s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcrscNF02Tk
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You and Your Neighbourhood  
Design Competition 
Through the conceptualisation of a Design 
Competition, Z-axis 2020 intends to be a social 
design endeavour that encourages creative 
thinkers to use their own neighbourhoods as a 
platform, to create change in public space around 
us — through implementable ideas that could 
range all the way from innovation in governance 
structures to small scale physical improvements 
that trigger more systemic change. 

Click on the map to view all You and Your 
Neighbourhood entries

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid%3D1GXOLoTpGAaVqaiJHo78Xrym5dSgeaN-c%26usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&ust=1609226490317000&usg=AOvVaw2dbIsO7sXLLu_9YXUiQRWu
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Podcast 
Beyond the lectures and discussions from the 
virtual conference, participants were provided with 
a series of podcasts with professionals working at 
ground level doing participatory planning projects, 
advocacy, activism, technological capacity building 
and community organizations. 
 You can listen to our podcasts here. 

Jury 
All teams were given primary guidelines to 
start their participatory design project. A 5 
member Jury critiqued and recognised projects 
by participants — creative individuals who 
improve everyday life for their neighbours by 
making changes at four distinct levels — the 
neighbourhood, the commons, the street, and 
the doorstep. 

Photograph Mohit Tomar

https://open.spotify.com/show/459eGQolN6TMaHtxH3Fb39
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Jury Award ₹ 100,000 

Colliding Domains 
by Kalpit Ashar and Mayuri Sisodia
Jury Citation:
The project looks at a specific solution for a 
specific situation in Mumbai with great cultural 
detailing. The study and analysis is rich, and the 
team has adopted a lot of different techniques 
in order to negotiate an incredibly complex 
neighbourhood.

Due to the density and tempo of the site, the 
intervention is mobile and exploratory. The 
development of hyper-specific solutions and 
configurations for different street interfaces is 
appreciated. Simultaneously, the broader idea 
of reclaiming sidewalks as public space in one of 
Mumbai’s more busy streets is also commendable. 
The engagement with citizens and government 
stakeholders in order to prepare a participatory 
plan is critical in Indian urban spaces.  

Due to its scale, and the nature of the context that 
this project sits within, we commend it with the 
‘You and Your Neighbourhood’ Jury Award.

To know more about the entries click here

jury citation You and Your Neighbourhood Design Competition

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://youtu.be/icVKVJB9dpQ
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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Redefining the City for the Public 
threshold award ₹ 75,000 

Nuturing Neighbourhoods 
by Purvi Chhadva
Jury Citation:
The project has been awarded for the gesture of 
reclaiming open space in the city of Ahmedabad, 
where there is not much available. It is incredibly 
tactical, as it employs minimal means, namely, 
occupying vacant land, re-aligning the road and 
planting some trees, yet the project has the 
potential to bring about a considerable change. 
It is a democratic project, as it focuses on play 
spaces for young children and their caregivers, 
and also very believable, as the landscape 
urbanism approach that has been conceptualised 
does not require a lot of resources.

This strategy addresses a universal problem and 
helps to imagine that in a consolidated, dense 
city, one can still transform the leftovers into 
public space.

To know more about the entries click here

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://youtu.be/jEK4_bitxF8
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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Redefining the City for the Public 
honorable mention  
The Workshop at the Metro Station 
by Aishwarya Gupta 
Jury Citation:
The project works with a new urban condition, 
increasingly prevalent in large Indian cities, created 
by overground metro lines and station buildings 
that connect the users of this infrastructure with 
the city. 

It rightly recognises that mass transit brings 
millions of workers in and out of the city every 
day and that our cities do not accommodate 
this floating population. By giving space to the 
ubiquitous informal enterprises that otherwise 
occupy the interstices of the dominant spatial 
order, the proposal provokes strong sentiments, 
seeking to expand the imagination of a metro 
station and to argue that it can be the occasion 
for pursuing equitable development. Through a 
Lefebvrian ‘production of space’ and deft handling 
of ‘place-making’, the proposal draws us into 
debates about the commons and their productive 
role in cities without questioning infrastructure as 
an urban necessity. 

The proposal has been prepared with empathy and 
attention to detail, evident both in graphic quality and 
ideological stance, which makes a compelling case 
for imagining urban infrastructure as an architectural 
context and rendering it as a catalytic event.

To know more about the entries click hereStill from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ij3uPi9Hno&list=PLxdRrjlPL5f1tUPNbMQVA8Yh2IvP9WYTP&index=6
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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Commons and the City 
threshold award ₹ 75,000 

The Trichy Commons Network 
by Kapilan Chandranesan  
and Vijaykumar Sengottuvelan 
Jury Citation: 
The Trichy Commons Network proposal is a 
project of design intelligence and legibility. It 
identifies an urban condition that applies to 
many cities and towns, not only across India, but 
around the world. On the periphery of Trichy, 
the Uyyakondian canal is transformed from a 
neglected sewage dump into a community asset 
where the revitalized canal becomes an agent of 
connection for the people who live beside it. The 
proposal works across several scales in many ways 
through a series of design interventions tactically 
positioned along the canal. 

Collectively, these interventions act as catalysts 
that could trigger major positive change over 
time. The scheme’s originality is in its combination 
of these diverse urban elements. There is an 
expansiveness about the project that is based in 
both gritty realism and a forward-looking spirit. 
Careful attention was paid to the site context. 
The scheme embodies an approach that works at 
the intersection of urbanism and environmental 
responsibility, through citizen activism. In 
recognizing this project, we offer our support for 
its continuation and eventual implementation. 

To know more about the entries click hereStill from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://youtu.be/7wX7tZu6Qnw
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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Streets in the Neighbourhood 
threshold award ₹ 75,000 
Neighbourhood Locale, Panaji 
by Sushma Aradhya 
Jury Citation:
The well conserved, historic and vibrant 
neighborhood of Fontainhas, the old Latin 
quarter in Panaji, Goa, has always lacked a public 
waterfront despite being flanked by the Rio de 
Ourém creek and the Mandovi river. This project 
seeks to widen Rio de Ourém, that runs along 
the eastern edge of the Fontainhas, to create 
a new public promenade. This will enable the 
lively and winding streets of this 200-year old, 
dense settlement to culminate into an expansive, 
linear public space, stimulating social and cultural 
events along the water’s edge.

The project is well presented, with a series of 
thoughtful ideas to activate promenade life. 
The Jury appreciates its sensitivity at both the 
architectural and urban scales, which makes the 
proposal desirable and seemingly achievable.  If 
done well, the project would add valuable public 
space to the historic fabric of Panaji.

To know more about the entries click here

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://youtu.be/Hlg30HJDLlA
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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Homes in the Street  
threshold award ₹ 75,000 
Plugged-in Commons 
by Sindhuja and Nandja Chopra 
Jury Citation:
The project is very flexible, and does not 
require any land.  Through a bold proclamation 
of  reappropriating space for the expression of 
collective culture, the project is an unapologetic 
call for collective action. The development of a 
kit of parts provides a framework by which the 
city may be built by citizens themselves in an 
imaginative way. 

The use of urban farming for spaces in 
between buildings is commended. The spirit of 
collectivism, while romantic, is attractive, and the 
idea of using a cheap, easily available material like 
bamboo is interesting.

To know more about the entries click here

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/12/29/z-axis-2020-you-and-your-neighbourhood/
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The Nagari Short Film Competition is an annual 
competition designed to guide and develop films 
that focus on urban issues, specific to Indian 
cities. Nagari intends to be a bioscope for the 
city, and through this lens, we explore diverse 
urban conditions and engage with issues. Nagari is 
unique as it has been conceptualised as a guided 
exercise, with a panel of Mentors on board to help 
participants on their journey to creating a film.

This year, the Nagari Short Film Competition was 
looking for films that address the question, “How 
could one tell the story of housing adequacy in 
urban India”?

Through Nagari, we seek to create opportunities 
for filmmakers, architects, planners and 
social scientists to channel their thoughts and 
visions towards depicting the urban realm. The 
competition provided professionals with an 
opportunity to collaborate with like-minded 
individuals from different backgrounds, and to 
utilize film as a medium to discuss the nature of 
urbanism in Indian cities 
 
You can read more about the Nagari Short Film 
Competition here.

nagari short film competition The CCF Bioscope on Cities

the ccf bioscope on cities

Photograph Johnny Miller

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/portfolio/nagari/
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Best Short Film award ₹ 100,000 
A City Within A City 
Film by Prachee Bajania and Narendra Mangwani
Mentor: Avijit Mukul Kishore
Jury Citation:
A City Within A City shows us the sociological 
fallout in Juhapura, a small locality in Ahmedabad, 
post the riots of 2002. The film covers a very 
urgent and powerful issue giving a strong message 
in the most straightforward way. The film speaks 
of ghettoization and segregation, something that 
we rarely discuss when speaking of urbanism and 
urban planning. The film presents a microcosmic 
individual problem of a particular family and 
how they are looking not only at the immediate 
problems while also dealing with their aspirations. 
The juxtaposition of the historical context of 
the place and people’s aspiration to build an 
independent community despite the apathy of the 
state, makes the audience value housing beyond 
the practicality of spaces. The film is poignant, 
empathetic and yet never looking at people who 
have suffered in a flattened way as victims but 
rather celebrating their resilience, showing how 
attitudes, policy, law and history are all integrated. 

the ccf bioscope on cities

Still from the animated film You and Your Neighbourhood, 
by Charles Correa 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZYHRbXCzgE
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Runner Up Short Film award ₹ 75,000 
Udta Banaras
Film by Apoorva Jaiswal and Manas Krishna
Mentor: Rajula Shah
 
Jury Citation:
Udta Banaras alludes to the fact that cities keep 
changing with regimes and the people inside the 
city don’t really have a choice in where they go and 
which part of the city they can be in. It highlights 
the hurt and the absolute dislocation that’s 
caused by urban renewal projects and the impact 
of policies that have been put into place without 
taking into recognition the inhabitants in those 
neighbourhoods. The imaging and the imagery 
in the film was extraordinarily beautiful and 
compelling. The protagonist was very interesting 
and charismatic, bringing together a lot of complex 
ideas about home, his own identity, his own home, 
but also this idea of Banaras itself. It’s through his 
photographs that we get to see when we see that 
the famous Vishwanath gully has been completely 
taken away and made into some kind of piazza 
which is shocking and very cleverly done.

the ccf bioscope on cities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Q32OEjrGYg
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Peoples Choice award ₹ 25,000 
Mayavi Swapnamahal
Film by Atharva Salaskar, Vaibhav Kadam and 
Aditya Desai
Mentor: Avijit Mukul Kishore

Description:  
A Marathi rap music video about the issues faced 
by citizens at the hands of exploitative builders 
in a nexus with the government, providing them 
woefully inadequate housing facilities.

the ccf bioscope on cities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyJvMN37lwg&t=5s
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Water Water Everywhere............................................................................. 
Location: Guwahati  
A film by Maharshi Kashyap, Rwittambhara Kashyap, Chiranjit D Bhowmick, Moumita Chakravarty
Tanmoy Saud, and Dhrubajyoti Das.
In Guwahati city, flash floods occur every year, the reason being the Brahmaputra river flowing beside 
it overflows. Meanwhile, people struggle for drinking water every day in this same city. This reminds us 
of the famous lines by Samuel Taylor Coleridge “Water water everywhere, nor any drop to drink”!

Beyond Four Walls ........................................................................................................ 
Location: Chennai 
A film by Ritika Banerjee, Aila Bandagi and Bimal Thankachan
A film that explores the relationship between access to livelihood and housing, through a comparison 
between Parry’s Corner and Kannagi Nagar, two neighbourhoods in Chennai.

Fish Out of Water ...........................................................................................
Location: Mumbai 
A film by Viraj Vasant Kallola, Debadrita Gupta, Abhro Chowdhury and Akash Ajgaonkar
Exploring the changing realities of the Koli community of Mumbai. Shot across three Koliwadas, the 
urban fishing villages in which the Kolis reside. We have tried to mirror the Kolis as they navigate 
through their daily lives, from the sea where they go to catch the fish early morning, to the fish 
auctions at the end of each day and the time in between where life has other things in store for them.

Day One ...........................................................................................................
Location: Guwahati 
A film by Mukul Haloi and Pooja Kalita
Debajit, a young man from a village in Lower Assam arrives in Guwahati with the hope of a better 
livelihood. The city unfolds to him as a space etched on a discursive landscape and temporality; 
bearing signs of the past, present and future. His journey in his day one of the city pings him with a 
feeling of displacement-emotional as well as physical.
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7Shortlisted films
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gV74PrFo7lE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aj-9ukrK2AE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CD2Qzy6_ih8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJkNXHFHd98
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Jar Jar Ghar......................................................................................................
Location: Mumbai 
A film by Prateek Pamecha, Geetanjali Gurlhosur and Aditya Singh
A documentary about century-old buildings on the verge of collapsing and the generational tenants 
who live here with nowhere better to go. With a glimpse into the rehabilitation policies of the state 
of Maharashtra, the film tells multiple stories of families in south Mumbai who are caught between 
the devil and the deep blue sea.

Game of Homes..............................................................................................
Location: Panaji
A film by Donovan Gracias, Mark Pinto, Govit Morajkar, Douglas Gracias and Edson Dias
A film which portrays speculation on real-estate in Goa, questioning the affordability of housing in the state, 
depicted through a game of Monopoly. ‘The soundscape has been designed in a binaural space to allow a 
more immersive user experience. We encourage viewers to use headphones during playback.’

Adrushya Niwasi............................................................................................................
Location: Mumbai 
A film by Ayush Gangwal, Anagha Jaipal, and Prathmesh Kharatmal
The film unpacks the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in highlighting the prevalent housing inadequacies 
for the migrants in the city of Mumbai.

 

the ccf bioscope on cities
All Nagari Short Films can be viewed on our YouTube channel here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWoavbAK55U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEAL428QHg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtjWTbWd8VY
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What is the right to adequate housing? 
This blog explores the key elements of adequate 
housing as recognized by the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
 
 

ccf blogs 

Bioscope on urban housing in India 
This blog is a list of films that address housing and 
issues related to housing infrastructure in India. 
It is not an exhaustive list but a short collection of 
films available in the public domain.

CCF developed a couple of blogs to explore the 
Nagari Short Film Competition and to understand 
its theme and impact that it wishes to create. 

You can find them both on our website here.

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/10/09/what-is-the-right-to-adequate-housing/
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2020/10/12/6051/
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/portfolio/blogs/
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At CCF we believe in creating meaningful discourse within the community of architects and designers to influence positive change.
CCF’s mandate is to identify ideas with potential, and process them into tangible, structured projects that can be pitched to the 
stakeholders and authorities. Our work follows an organic process that originates with identifying an issue or concern that has the 
potential to use a design intervention. 

Sharing walls with heritage houses in the precinct of Fontainhas, the Foundation studio occupies a small footprint in this historic area. 
Our office is part of the neighbourhood fabric and the Fontainhas community. Located at street level, CCF always has its doors open to 
anyone interested in engaging in our work.

The CCF Newsletter will be distributed quarterly, issued to all our subscribers. To subscribe for future issues, please click here

All work undertaken by CCF is on a not-for-profit basis. The Charles Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly registered not-for-profit 
public charitable trust and has been exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EmzTy7eZ5APatJAcViItRgaWf20CIH78ZYYRnqs1yAg/edit?usp=sharing

